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THE TC AND THE GERMAN CONSTITUTIONAL COURT ANALYSE THE ROLE OF 
CONSTITUTIONAL COURTS IN THE CURRENT ECONOMIC CRISIS. 

 
 

A delegation of judges from the Federal Constitutional Court of Germany has 
taken part in a seminar organized by the Spanish Constitutional Court in Madrid, 18-19 
September. All members of the Plenary Meeting attended on behalf of Spain. The 
event evidences the level of cooperation and excellent relations that both Courts 
maintain have held over the years. 

During the first work session, the judges exchanged legal opinions on “The role 
of constitutional courts in the current economic crisis”, and “Social rights in an 
economic crisis”. Judges Juan Antonio Xiol and Andrés Ollero acted as Reporting 
Judges, respectively. As a result of the debate, the participants expressed interesting 
views regarding the different position held by fundamental and social rights in each 
legal system given that their effectiveness usually quires abundant economic 
resources; they also reflected on the value of the right to equality as tool to bring social 
rights closer to fundamental rights and to correct inequality in social benefit matters. 
The judges also discussed whether the reality of the current economic crisis has 
generated new criteria with which Constitutional Courts should judge the legislator, and 
about the gradually consolidated relationship that is starting to growth between the 
courts of various Member States and the European Union Court of Justice.  

The second day was spent analysing recent and important judgments from both 
Courts and the presentations were conducted by the president of the Constitutional 
Court, Francisco Pérez de los Cobos; the vice-president, Adela Asua; and judges 
Encarnación Roca and Fernando Valdés Dal-Ré. Amongst other resolutions, one has 
ruled on the identification of the accused with DNA samples taken without their 
consent, and another established applicable rates to sustain the material resources at 
the service of the Administration of Justice. The German judges commented on the 
judgment regarding the successive adoption by registered de facto couples, and the 
ruling on monetary sale and purchase operations. Although the matters covered by 
these resolutions are apparently very different, they actually share a common goal: the 
protection of Constitutions in each State and constitutionally recognised rights. 

 

Madrid, 19 September 2014. 


